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5. Analysis of Management Options 

5.1 Types and characteristics of management options 
Salinity can be addressed by a number of different management options and often a combination 
of options is required to not only remediate current salinity but also to prevent the future 
salinisation of land and water. 
 
Management options for reducing the effects of salinity fall into five main categories: recharge 
reduction, discharge enhancement, engineering structures to prevent ocean inflows, ensuring 
appropriate leaching fractions and living with salt.  Doing nothing may also be a valid response 
to salinity issues where low value assets are affected or where the cost of action is greater than 
the expected benefit. Detailed descriptions of the management options are outlined in Appendix 
D.   
 

5.2 Mechanisms to implement management actions 
Table 16 shows the potential mechanisms available to implement the identified management 
options including an assessment of the current or past use of these mechanisms and the potential 
future use.  It shows that there are many options and mechanisms that have the potential for 
implementation but have not been tried in the past.  The lack of prior or current implementation 
of some of these options is likely to be due to a number of factors such as cost, risk, lack of 
available knowledge, lack of appropriate expertise or conflicts with other natural resource 
management programs.  These barriers to adoption are explored further in this section.   
 
Some of the mechanisms listed in Table 16 are not appropriate for all options. The available 
mechanisms were assessed for their suitability for encouraging implementation of each 
management option and those that were unlikely to be effective were not selected. In addition, 
government funded on-ground works were not deemed to be appropriate for those management 
options that were likely to predominantly have a private benefit. 
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� Table 16:  Salinity management options versus implementation mechanisms 

 
 
 

5.3 Scale and timing of effect 
Management options can operate on a variety of different scales (local to regional) and over a 
variety of different time frames.  Table 17 summarises the timing and scale of effect and whether 
the management options address the cause or symptoms of salinity. 
 




