IDENTIFYING WILLOWS

STATION

1

FOR EACH SET OF PLANT MATERIAL / PHOTOS:

1.  IS THIS A TREE OR A SHRUB WILLOW?

2.  IS IT WEEPING OR UPRIGHT?

3.  IS IT MALE OR FEMALE?

4.  HOW BRITTLE OR FLEXIBLE ARE THE BRANCHES AT THE BASE? Scale 1- 5 
1 = Brittle – breaks easily & cleanly at the 





base
3 = Semi brittle – breaks but tears some 





bark off.
5= Flexible(or rigid) – difficult to break at 





base
5.  ARE THE FEMALE CATKINS JUST EMERGING OR ARE THEY SHEDDING SEED?

Station 1: Answer sheet
	
	Sample

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Tree or shrub
	
	
	
	
	

	Weeping or upright
	
	
	
	
	

	Male or female or both
	
	
	
	
	

	Branches: brittle or flexible (1-5)
	
	
	
	
	

	Female catkins emerging or shedding seed
	
	
	
	
	

	Notes


	
	
	
	
	


IDENTIFYING WILLOWS

STATION

2

FOR EACH SET OF PLANT MATERIAL / PHOTOS:

1. WHAT TAXA IS THE PLANT?

    (i.e. what species, variety, cultivar or hybrid?)

Clues – look at:

· Form  - shrub or tree, weeping or upright,     single or multi-stemmed

· Bark - rough or smooth

· Twigs/branches - brittle or rigid, colour, 

    ridged or non-ridged

· Leaves - shape, size, colour (both sides)

· Catkins/flowers - shape, size, colour

2. What Are distinguishing features?    (i.e. what makes it different from other willow taxa)? 

3. What Made identification difficult?

Station 2: Answer sheet

	
	Sample

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	What Taxa is the plant
	
	
	
	
	

	Distinguishing features
	
	
	
	
	

	Any identification difficulties
	
	
	
	
	

	Notes
	
	
	
	
	


