Impact Assessment Record
Scientific Name: Anredera cordifolia
Common name: Madeira-vine, lamb’s tail

	QUESTION
	COMMENTS
	RATING
	CONFIDENCE

	Social

	1. Restrict human access?
	‘Has spread along the waterways and through forests’ ‘ Because of its thick fleshy leaves and bunches of tubers, it is the heaviest of the problem vines and can smash the branches of trees by its weight’ (Wilsons Creek Huonbrook Landcare 2003). Climbs vigorously over shrubs and trees with rope-like stems, up to a few centimetres in diameter (Muyt 2001). Would have a low nuisance value with the ability to impede individual access.
	ML
	MH

	2. Reduce tourism?
	‘Starting to noticeably expand its range’ (Environment Waikato 2002). ‘It is highly visible, and receiving adverse comments from landholders..’ (BREC 2004). Weed has the potential to have a minor effect on the aesthetics of the land.
	ML
	M

	3. Injurious to people?
	No known toxic principles.
	L
	M

	4. Damage to cultural sites?
	‘Can completely smother indigenous vegetation and prevent natural regeneration’ (Blood 2002). Weed could have a moderate visual effect.
	ML
	MH

	Abiotic

	5. Impact flow?
	Terrestrial species
	L
	MH

	6. Impact water quality?
	Terrestrial species
	L
	MH

	7. Increase soil erosion?
	Has tap and fibrous roots systems. ‘Spreads over the ground, smothering native groundcover plants and preventing regeneration’ (Eurobodalla Shire Council 2003). As it is an evergreen vine assume a low probability of large-scale soil movement.
	L
	M

	8. Reduce biomass?
	‘Climbs over shrubs and trees, smothering and breaking them down. Also spreads over the ground, smothering native groundcover plants and preventing regeneration’ (Eurobodalla Shire Council 2003). Likely that the biomass may increase.
	L
	M

	9. Change fire regime?
	Suppression of all indigenous vegetation may reduce fire risk. Thrives in moist habitats (Muyt 2001). Not likely to have an effect on the frequency or intensity of fires.
	L
	MH

	Community Habitat

	10. Impact on composition
(a) high value EVC
	EVC=Sedgy Riparian Woodland (V); CMA=Corangamite; Bioreg=Otway Ranges; CLIMATE potential=VH. ‘Capable of obliterating all indigenous vegetation. Vines climbing vigorously over shrubs and trees while trailing stems smother all ground-flora and prevent any regeneration’ (Muyt 2001). Displaces all species in all layers.
	H
	MH

	(b) medium value EVC
	EVC= Riparian Scrub (D); CMA=Glenelg Hopkins; Bioreg=Glenelg Plains; CLIMATE potential=VH. ‘Capable of obliterating all indigenous vegetation. Vines climbing vigorously over shrubs and trees while trailing stems smother all ground-flora and prevent any regeneration’ (Muyt 2001). Displaces all species in all layers.
	H
	MH

	(c) low value EVC
	EVC= Riparian Forest (LC.); CMA=Corangamite; Bioreg=Otway Ranges; CLIMATE potential=VH. ‘Capable of obliterating all indigenous vegetation. Vines climbing vigorously over shrubs and trees while trailing stems smother all ground-flora and prevent any regeneration’ (Muyt 2001). Displaces all species in all layers.
	H
	MH
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	11. Impact on structure?
	‘By time, invaded forests become degraded and displaced with vine growth, preventing the establishment of native trees’ (Weber 2003). ‘Capable of obliterating all indigenous vegetation. Vines climbing vigorously over shrubs and trees while trailing stems smother all ground-flora and prevent any regeneration’ (Muyt 2001). Capable of having a major effect on all layers.
	H
	MH

	12. Effect on threatened flora?
	‘This part of the creek area is heavily infested with Madeira vine, camphor laurel and other weeds, while the vine is killing melaleucas and putting at risk rainforest trees’ (BREC 2004). This species is not documented as posing an additional risk to threatened flora in Victoria.
	MH
	M

	Fauna

	13. Effect on threatened fauna?
	This species is not documented as posing an additional risk to threatened fauna in Victoria.
	MH
	L

	14. Effect on non- threatened fauna?
	In Queensland, an area which is heavily infested with weeds including Anredera cordifolia ‘needs an urgent upgrade ... to provide access for fauna and facilitation of movement’ (BREC 2004). Suggests that the weed could have a minor impact upon wildlife corridors.
	ML
	M

	15. Benefits fauna?
	In a forest in NSW ‘ the Madeira vine... took over the exposed understorey, further impeding regeneration... Flying foxes found the increasing number of sun-warmed gaps one of the few places left ideally suited for them’ (BCI 1987). Provides very little support to desirable species.
	H
	ML

	16. Injurious to fauna?
	‘Suspected of poisoning livestock’ (Blood 2002). No documented evidence to suggest that fauna would eat the weed. Unlikely to have an effect on indigenous fauna.
	L
	MH

	Pest Animal

	17. Food source to pests?
	‘Suspected of poisoning livestock’ (Blood 2002). Unlikely to provide a food source for pest animals.
	L
	MH

	18. Provides harbor?
	‘Involved the total removal of exotic weeds [including Anredera cordifolia] from .. a riparian habitat, which harboured a high density of native rodent, Uromys caudimaculatus’ (Ward, Tucker & Wilson 2003). May provide harbour for minor pest spp.
	ML
	MH

	Agriculture
	
	
	

	19. Impact yield?
	Not known as a weed of agriculture.
	L
	MH

	20. Impact quality?
	Not known as a weed of agriculture. Not likely to impact upon agricultural quality.
	L
	MH

	21. Affect land value?
	Not known as a weed of agriculture. Unlikely that the weed would affect land value.
	L
	MH

	22. Change land use?
	Not known as a weed of agriculture. Unlikely that there will be a change in priority of land use.
	L
	MH

	23. Increase harvest costs?
	Not known as a weed of agriculture.
	L
	MH
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	24. Disease host/vector?
	None evident
	L
	MII
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