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Fig 1 – Locality Plan Showing Irrigation Areas within the Surveyed Area 
 



Soil and Land Use in the Mid-Loddon Valley, Victoria 
 

Including the Boort, Calivil, Dingee and Tragowel Plains Irrigation Areas, East Loddon Waterworks Area and Part of 
the West Loddon Waterworks District 

 
By J. K. M. Skene∗

 
Soils surveyed by J. D. Anderson, V. 0. Grasmanis, R. Miller, H. H. M. Sarolea, J. K. M. Skene, J. K. Snow, 

N. Veinbrants and H. H. Winnall. 
 
This report, “Soils and Land Use in the Mid-Loddon Valley, Victoria” concerns the detailed soil survey of about 620,500 
acres of farm land and forest reserve in the Counties of Bendigo, Gladstone, Gunbower and Tatchera.  About 359,000 
acres is in the constituted Irrigation Areas of Boort, Calivil, Dingee and Tragowel Plains, and of this area approximately 
171,700 acres is irrigated.  Rather more than half of the irrigated land is under annual pastures, while about one-sixth is 
under perennial pastures. Other crops irrigated are lucerne, summer fodder crops and cereals. A considerable area of fallow 
is irrigated prior to sowing cereals. The agricultural pursuits on the irrigated land are fat lamb raising, sheep for wool 
production and dairying. 
 
Approximately 231,000 acres of the surveyed area comprises land in the East Loddon Water works Area and West Loddon 
Waterworks District and, in the east of the area, land mainly between Mount Hope Creek and the present limits of the 
water-supply system. Apart from a little irrigation in the vicinity of the Waranga Western Channel, and forest reserves in 
the Terricks and Leaghur localities, all of this area is under dry-land farming. 
 
Dry-farming pursuits throughout the whole area are wheat-farming, particularly to the west of the Loddon River, and the 
grazing of sheep for wool production on native and volunteer pastures. 
 
Further descriptive information about the region is given in the section, " General Information about the Area " . 
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