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1.0 INTRODUCTION
This report presents the findings of a field project undertaken in the west and south

Gippsland region of Victoria between May and December 2002. The work is a

component of the larger Gippsland Dairy Riparian Project funded by the Dairy

Research and Development Corporation and GippsDairy. The aim of the larger

project is to determine, demonstrate and communicate Best Management Practices for

riparian habitats in landscapes dominated by dairy farming. 

In this project, we surveyed 107 sites and conducted 28 landholder interviews to gain

information on the variation in the ecological condition of riparian habitats and

management practices among farmers in the west and south Gippsland region. The

specific aims of the project were:

� To determine the current condition of riparian habitats across the west and south

Gippsland dairy region. 

� To investigate the relationships between landholder management practices and

riparian condition.

� To make recommendations for management practices that could be investigated at

demonstration sites planned for the region.

2.0 BACKGROUND

2.1 Dairy industry in west and south Gippsland

Australian dairy farmers support an industry with an annual value of $3 billion. As

part of their plan for the future the Australian dairy industry has made the

management and preservation of natural resources one of it’s highest priorities. The

recent review of the industry provided in the report ‘Sustaining Our Natural

Resources – Dairying for Tomorrow’ highlighted the industry’s desire to sustain

natural resources while increasing productivity in the context of a highly competitive

market (Anon. 2001). The Dairying for Tomorrow report contains a national strategy

and eight regional action plans for resource management in Australia’s recognised

dairying areas. The national strategy also provided guidelines for generic best practice

management of major resources and processes under the headings: Water, Land, Soil

Conservation, Nutrient run-off, Effluent and Biodiversity. 


